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Arizona College Application Campaign (AzCAC)           2014 Lessons Learned 

[image: ]
The goal of the Arizona College Application Campaign is that                                     every high school senior completes at least one application.            Benefits include:

· Generates community and family support
· Provides structure and ensures deadlines are met
· Web-based resources provided for site coordinators
· Stimulates school-wide enthusiasm
· Creates a cohort inclusive of first-in-family and low income students 













94% of site coordinators said AzCAC was a valuable experience for students and 91% feel that AzCAC provided energy and motivation for all students to complete a college application.






Lessons Learned from the 2014 Campaign

· Ensure students have their necessary information with them beforehand. 
· Line up a strong and involved team early and get teachers on board with preparing students for this event: incorporating College and Career discussions in their lessons, application and scholarship essay-writing Data provided through the CAC Exit Survey allowed non-completers to be targeted 
· We had great support from colleges and recruiters
· Confirm technology is compatible with the colleges’ applications

Challenges
The Commission has redesigned and shortened the Student Exit survey to make it more user-friendly as requested by Site Coordinators.


· Ensuring that students were prepared to complete a college application
· We had a really great experience. Many of our students had already applied to college because November is a late starting date for us. The state colleges started working with the students in September so we had trouble encouraging students to apply to another school
· Navigating various postsecondary institutions' online application processes
· Troubleshooting technology or internet issues
· Obtaining a sufficient number of volunteers to assist students at the event
· Providing sufficient time for students to complete at least one college application
· Some colleges where extremely difficult to apply. Maricopa county is very complicated, not user-friendly 
· The CAC survey is too long and needs to be better created to shorten it and make it more user-friendly
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Site Coordinator Recommendations

· Provide more publicity to enhance the build up to the event
· Hold parent meeting the week before the event
· Hold a kickoff event
· Provide support for students interested in the military as well as for those applying to college
· Consider using staff from all community colleges, public & private universities, and non-profit college access programs
· Have specific college representatives in specific rooms so students can be grouped by the college to which they are applying 
Recommendations to the Commission 

· Two new additions that we loved and hope you will do again were the ITunes gift cards and the raffle for the scholarship. Great motivator for the students!
· Make sure College Board and state universities are aware that their deadlines are aligned 
· Promote calendar on website to aid planning for events to be scheduled on days where college/university personnel can assist
· Ask all state schools to offer fee waivers to students on the campaign days 
· I think the ACPE goes above and beyond! I can't think of anything that could be done better
· Have the phone training earlier so first-timers can have a better understanding of the event and what is involved
· Have event before Accuplacer Tests are held on campuses
· Provide more in person guidance instead of webinar

Quotes

· This was one of the most valuable and inspiring experiences for me as a counselor: seeing a spark light up for my students as they considered the notion (some for the very first time) that they CAN go to college! 
· "Completing one application was addicting. It made me want to keep on applying to more schools."- High School Senior 
· I loved the community feeling of the event. We had tremendous volunteers from many of our post-secondary schools like the Maricopa Community Colleges, ASU and GCU. They were AMAZING and the students really felt empowered and comfortable. 
· AzCAC is an excellent opportunity for all seniors to feel that they are on the same "playing field" as they see their peers filling out applications. Our students were very excited that they had one on one attention from school reps! 
· This campaign gave us the opportunity to put into action the importance of post-secondary education. Talking about it and following up with students to complete the application at school helps them overcome obstacles that would prevent them from applying. 
image1.png
?’Arizona
7(College
7(Application
v’Campaign





image2.jpg




image3.jpg




