
     
 
 
 
 
 

College Goal Arizona Helps Ensure Students Don’t Miss Out On Free College Money 
 

Statewide FAFSA workshops assist families in completing financial aid applications 

PHOENIX (February 3, 2015) – The Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education is proud to host 
its 19th Annual Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) workshops. Hosted at 20 locations 
statewide, the February 7 and 8 event is designed to give college-bound students and their families free, 
on-site professional assistance in completing the FAFSA, and provide information about available 
financial aid opportunities. A FAFSA is required to apply for all federal and state financial aid programs 
as well as many private-donor scholarships and work study programs.  

According to the U.S. Department of Education, 90 percent of students who complete a FAFSA 
application receive some form of federal aid while attending a postsecondary institution. However, more 
than a million high school graduates fail to complete the application each year. According to a study by 
NerdScholar, more than $2.9 billion of free federal grant money was left on the table in the last academic 
year because an estimated 47 percent of high school graduates did not submit their financial aid forms. In 
the state of Arizona alone, more than 21,000 high school graduates from the class of 2013 would have 
been eligible for Federal Pell Grants totaling $75 million, but failed to complete their FAFSA. 

“Completing the FAFSA early is the key to removing one of the most common barriers students face in 
going to college,” said Dr. April Osborn, Executive Director for the Arizona Commission for 
Postsecondary Education. “There is more than $150 billion of financial aid funding available and every 
student should be taking advantage of that. The FAFSA is the most critical first step in applying for any 
type of assistance.” 

Nearly 200 financial aid professionals and community volunteers will help students and families complete 
the FAFSA during the two-day event. In 2014, approximately 1,600 students and families attended the 
FAFSA workshops, 53 percent of which were first generation college students.  

This year’s event will be held from 2 - 4 p.m. at a variety of locations spanning the state including sites in: 
Phoenix, San Tan Valley, Glendale, Tempe, Tucson, Prescott, Nogales and Yuma. A full list of locations 
and information of what attending families will need to bring – identification, financial information, etc. – 
can be found at: https://collegegoal.az.gov/fafsa-workshop-events. 

About Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education  
The Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education’s mission is to expand access to and to increase 
success in postsecondary education. The Commission is the state’s administrator for the Arizona Family 
College Savings Program, administers student financial aid programs, hosts College Goal FASFA, as well 
as numerous other postsecondary education initiatives. For more information on the Commission 
visit www.azhighered.gov. 
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