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2015 Lessons Learned

The goal of the Arizona College Application Campaign is that every high school
senior completes at least one application.
Benefits include:

¢ Generates community and family support

e Provides structure and ensures deadlines are met

e Web-based resources provided for site coordinators

e Stimulates school-wide enthusiasm inclusive of families

e Creates a cohort inclusive of first-in-family and low income students to support
one another through the enrollment process

100% of site coordinators said AzCAC was a valuable experience for students and 97% feel that AzCAC
provided energy and motivation for all students to complete a college application.

Lessons Learned from the 2015 Campaign

Get all staff members involved.

Use student government, athletic events, and every opportunity to inform parents and students of
the upcoming event.

Line up a strong and involved team early and get teachers on board with preparing students for
this event: incorporating College and Career discussions and application and scholarship essay-
writing.

We had great support from colleges and recruiters.

Confirm technology is compatible with the colleges’ applications.

Challenges
The Commission has redesigned and shortened the Student Exit survey to make it more user-friendly as
requested by Site Coordinators.

Ensuring that students were prepared to complete a college application.
Scheduling event to correspond class and computer lab availabilities.
Coordinating efforts of college personnel to serve as volunteers.

Notifying students and families of the events in advance.

Navigating various postsecondary institutions' online application processes.
Providing sufficient time for students to complete at least one college application.

Site Coordinator Recommendations

Encourage short intros from volunteers about their college experience to build connections.

Have a college door decoration contest between all teachers. It looks great and the students love it!
Provide a positive environment with music and celebration.

Hold make-up days shortly after the events to hasten the data report.
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Recommendations to the Commission

Encourage use of calendar on website to aid planning for events to be scheduled on days where
college/university personnel can assist.

Ask all state schools to offer fee waivers to students on the campaign days.

Continue to include ideas from schools who are successful at hosting the events.

Partner with the Universities and Community Colleges to have more reps available; or combine
events, tri-university then campaign.

I think the ACPE goes above and beyond! I can't think of anything that could be done better.

Use pre-application data collection sheets early and collect from the students well ahead of time so
they can be redistributed.

How Schools Use the Data

I will discuss these results with counseling department and administration to see how we can better
serve our college-going students as well as the ones that do not want to continue their postsecondary
education.

To become more knowledgeable as to how we can increase the number of students preparing and
applying for postsecondary education.

We will analyze the data especially reviewing the students that are unsure of where they want to
attend so we can follow-up with them.

To improve our services to our students and set new goals.

Comments from Coordinators and Students

It was great to see students genuinely pleased with themselves when they hit the 'submit’ button.
(Barry Goldwater)

This event is an excellent way to provide tangible support to students in taking an important step
forward in planning for their future. (Cactus Shadows)

As much as they say they're ready, they still need our guidance. (Cesar Chavez)

"I got so much help and all of my questions were answered." (Senior, Coconino)

This is so cool to have the reps here to help us! (Deer Valley)

This was so much fun; I can't wait to hear if I've been accepted! (Senior, Maryvale)

Overall, the AzCAC event is amazingly positive! The volunteers and students truly appreciate each
other and the experiences, advice, energy that are exchanged are life changing for all. (Patagonia)
I'm so glad you called me in. I haven't done any applications, yet. I've been procrastinating! (Senior,
Tucson High Magnet School)

A student came to me and was extremely excited to show me that he was accepted to Coconino
County Community College! He could not believe he actually got accepted. His smile was ear to ear,
and even more awesome, I saw a confidence in him that I had never seen before! I don't think he
would have applied for college on his own, and this College Application Campaign gave him a new
confidence and a new hope! (Teacher, Winslow)
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