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Accreditation: Official recognition that a college, university or technical institution has met the standards of a regional or national association.

Adult Learner:  A student who has returned to college after an extended period outside of the education system. Adult learners are sometimes referred to as “nontraditional students;” however, the term is misleading, because adult learners make up a significant portion of the college student population and are therefore an expected and integral part of the campus culture.

Advanced Placement Program (AP®):  Gives high school students the opportunity to take college-level courses in a high school setting. Thousands of colleges and universities worldwide award credit or advanced placement to students with a qualifying score on AP Exams.

Apprenticeships: Registered apprenticeships provide the opportunity to “earn while you learn”. Partnerships between trade organizations, employers, state governments and community colleges provide a program that combine classroom training (which may include college-credit courses) and paid, supervised on-th-job traingin, lasting two to five years. Aftert successful completion of an apprecticeship program, students ae eligible for certificates of completion, journey status and/or licenses for specific occupations and trades.

Arizona College Access Network (AzCAN): AzCAN is an organization of college access professionals dedicated to the expansion and improvement of services to low-income, first-generation Arizonans to prepare for, plan, transition and succeed in postsecondary education. To find out more about AzCAN, visit http://www.azcan.gov/. 

Arizona College Application Campaign: The goal of the Arizona College Application Campaign is to provide every graduating high school senior the opportunity to apply to college. To learn more visit http://azhighered.gov/azcac/home.html.

Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education (ACPE): The mission of the ACPE is to expand access and increase successes in postsecondary education for Arizonans. The ACPE goals are to:
· Increase available student financial assistance,
· Identify and implement strategies to help students and families plan, enter and succeed in postsecondary education and
· Provide a forum for all sectors of postsecondary education to work together on addressing and solving issues of mutual interest.

Associate Degree: These are awarded by a community college or junior college to individuals who complete a pescribed course of study, usually taking two years.

Audit: An evaluation of a student’s prior coursework conducted to determine whether or not the student can count this work toward completion of his or her degree. Transfer students or adults who previously attended college but did not finish may want to request an audit. Speak with an admissions counselor to learn more about these options.

Bachelor Degree: Awarded by a college or university to individuals completing a specified course of study, usually taking four years.

Certificate: This credential is awarded to individuals who complete a defined set of requirements, coursework and sometimes fieldwork and/or an apprenticeship, in specific career areas. Certificates are usually earned in a year or less at community colleges and technical institutes.

Certificate Program: A specialized, usually short–term, program of study during which a student completes training and receives a certificate. 

Co-Curricular Activities: Activities a student participates in beyond those required as part of the regular school day; examples include: volunteer programs, sports, school clubs, faith–based groups, and part–time jobs. Many colleges and scholarship programs consider a student’s co–curricular activities in evaluating students for their program. Co-Curricular is also referred to as “extra-curricular.”

College Access: Efforts of non–profit groups to increase the college enrollment of all students by providing support and information about college preparation, paying for college, career selection, financial resources, etc. Some college access initiatives focus on student groups that are underrepresented in postsecondary education, such as students from certain ethnic groups, students who are the first persons in their families to attend college, and low–income students.

College Goal Sunday: Arizona’s College Goal Sunday Financial Literacy Initiative (CGS) provides FREE assistance from financial aid professionals to help students and families complete & submit the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  The statewide, in-person FAFSA workshops take place in February to help students and families meet priority filing deadlines and access the greatest amount of student aid.  Dates, locations and details can be found online at www.collegegoalsunday.com.
Community Colleges: These schools offer associate’s degrees and certificates. They also offer all the general study courses needed for a bachelor’s degree, and the credit for these courses can be transferred to a university.

Cosigner: Someone whose credit rating and history is better or more established than the person applying for a loan. The cosigner signs the loan application with the borrower as a guarantor that the loan will be repaid. If the borrower defaults on the loan, the cosigner is responsible for repaying it.

Cost of Attendance: The COA (Cost of Attendance) is the sum figured by each institution for one year of attendance. Each college calculates this differently, but they are required to include:
· Tuition and fees payable to the institution
· Books and supplies
· Room and board
· Room and board
· Personal expenses, transportation 

Credit Hour: Units of value given to classes, often based on the number of hours a student is expected to attend class each week. Some classes may be worth more credit hours than others. Students who take a certain number of hours are considered to be “full–time” students, while those who take fewer hours are considered “part–time.”  Twelve credit hours is typically the minimum required for full–time status for undergraduate students.

CSS/Profile: The CSS/Profile (College Scholarship Service Profile) is a secondary financial aid form required by some colleges and collects family information not contained on the FAFSA, thus giving participating colleges an additional and closer look into a family’s financial background. There is a fee for the CSS/Profile and the form changes every year. Colleges using the CSS/Profile also run the Institutional Methodology for use in allocating institutional financial aid.

Deferred Admission: The practice of some colleges or programs that allows an accepted student to postpone enrollment, usually for one year, without having to reapply. 

Demonstrated Financial Need: The difference between a college’s Cost of Attendance and the student’s Expected Family Contribution (EFC).

Dependent Student: For federal aid purposes, all students who do not meet one of the qualifying criteria forIndependent Student status are considered Dependent Students and must report both parent and student financial information on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid, or FAFSA.

Direct Subsidized Student Loan: (Formerly Stafford Loan) Federal student loans awarded on the basis of financial need that is not met by federal Pell Grants, Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants, state grants, or other forms of financial aid. Financial need is determined by completion of the FAFSA. With Direct Subsidized Student Loans, the student does not have to pay any principal while in school more than half time and the government pays the interest during this time. 

Direct Unsubsidized Student Loan: (Formerly Stafford Loan) Federal student loans awarded without regard to financial need. The FAFSA must be filed in order to obtain this loan; there is no qualifying income for parents or students. Unlike Direct Subsidized Student Loans, the student is charged interest from the time the loan is disbursed until it is paid in full, including in-school, grace and deferment periods. However, students typically have the option of compounding interest during these periods and adding that to the loan principal that is paid back after graduation or upon leaving school, or dropping below half-time status.

Dislocated Worker: In general, a person may be considered a dislocated worker if he or she:
· is receiving unemployment benefits due to being laid off or losing a job and is unlikely to return to a previous occupation;
· has been laid off or received a lay-off notice from a job;
· was self-employed but is now unemployed due to economic conditions or natural disaster; or
· is a displaced homemaker. A displaced homemaker is generally a person who previously provided unpaid services to the family (e.g., a stay-at-home mom or dad), is no longer supported by the husband or wife, is unemployed or underemployed, and is having trouble finding or upgrading employment.
If a person quits work, generally he or she is not considered a dislocated worker even if, for example, the person is receiving unemployment benefits.

Dual Enrollment: A program that allows high school students to enroll in college courses for credit at eligible high schools, colleges and universities prior to high school graduation. College credits earned through dual enrollment can be applied toward high school and college graduation and can be transferred to colleges or universities.

Early Admission: The practice of admitting (or accepting) students of superior ability or skill into college programs before they have completed high school as a gesture of confidence that the student can attend the institution should he or she choose to do so. Early admission does NOT limit the student’s ability to receive state or federal financial aid, and students are not “locked in” if they have been accepted early. 

Expected Family Contribution (EFC): The total amount of money a student/family is supposedly able to contribute toward college costs in a given academic year, according to Federal Methodology.

Federal Insurance Contributions Act (FICA) Taxes: The federal Social Security and Medicare taxes taken out of workers’ wages.

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG): The FSEOG Program provides need-based grants (up to $4,000 per year) to low-income undergraduate students to promote access to postsecondary education. Institutional financial aid administrators at participating institutions have substantial flexibility in determining the amount of FSEOG awards to provide students who are enrolled or accepted for enrollment. Priority is given to those students with "exceptional need" (those with the lowest Expected Family Contributions at the institution) and those who are also federal Pell Grant recipients.

Federal Work Study: A campus-based part-time employment program which provides jobs for undergraduate and graduate students who are in need of such earnings to meet a portion of their educational expenses. Note: these are the only job-related earnings that are excluded from the Federal Methodology in calculating a student’s EFC for the next academic year.

Financial Aid: Financial support given to students by federal and state organizations or postsecondary institutions to help students pay for college.

First Generation Students: Those individuals in their families who are the first to enroll in college; their parents have no more than high school educations.

Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): Federal form a student must file in order to qualify for federal funds, state grants and college need-based financial aid.
· This form must be filed each year beginning in the spring of a student’s senior year of high school.
· The information provided on the FAFSA is used to calculate a student’s Expected Family Contribution, or EFC.
· The information used to fill out the FAFSA should be taken from tax return information from the calendar year prior to the academic year for which the student is applying for financial aid (e.g., 2012 calendar year tax information for the 2012-2013 academic year). 

GED: A trademarked acronym used for the General Educational Development Tests, a battery of examinations administered by states and jurisdictions to measure the skills and knowledge similar to a high school course of study. GED graduates earn a GED credential. The type of credential issued, diploma or certificate, varies by state.

Grants: Similar to scholarships as free money to help pay for education. They are usually issued by colleges, nonprofit organizations, or governmental agencies and given to individuals based on financial need, whether they meet certain criteria, or in response to a commitment to complete a particular project or study a particular field. Sometimes grants have to be repaid if recipients do not fulfill their obligations.

Honors Programs or Colleges: Students who excel academically during high school may be eligible to enroll in an honors program at college. Honors programs offer students the chance to take more difficult classes, and some students are required to participate in honors programs in order to receive college scholarships. Many honors programs offer additional support for honors students, such as personalized tutoring or priority registration for college classes.  

Legal Guardian: A person appointed by a court to have the care and custody of a child and/or the child's estate.

Loan Deferment: When payments of a loan are suspended for the borrower until a later point in time. For example, some federal loans are paid to students while they are in college, but they do not have to begin repaying their loans, or their loans are deferred, until they are no longer in college.

Major: An area of concentration in a particular field of study. Usually students specialize in their majors during their junior and senior years at college.

Merit-Based Financial Aid: Financial aid based on a student’s talents, performance, academic merit and/or other select characteristics. Depending on the college, merit-based scholarships may be awarded for academics, athletics, extracurricular involvement, art, theatre, music, journalism and more. Residency, future job plans, alumni ties and other factors also can be criteria for awarding some merit-based financial aid. Merit-based financial aid also is available from private sources such as community foundations, service organizations and others.

National Merit® Scholarship Program: A scholarship program based mostly on scores from the PSAT/NMSQT.®Each year, National Merit students receive scholarships ranging from several hundred dollars to the full cost of attendance.

Need-Based Financial Aid: Financial aid based on student/family financial circumstances. Residency, future job plans, alumni ties and other factors also can be criteria for awarding some need-based grants and scholarships.

Open Admissions:  Typically means that the admissions process is NOT competitive. In other words, students who meet the minimum requirements outlined by the institution will likely be accepted to the school; sometimes also referred to as “open enrollment.”

Pell Grant: A need-based federal grant given to undergraduate students based on the student’s Expected Family Contribution (EFC), which must be below a specified threshold; can be used at eligible colleges around the country.

Perkins Loan: The Federal Perkins Loan Program provides low-interest loans to help needy students finance the costs of postsecondary education (up to $5,500 per year). Institutional financial aid administrators at participating institutions have substantial flexibility in determining the amount of Perkins loans to award to students who are enrolled or accepted for enrollment, but priority is given to those students with “exceptional need” (those with the lowest Expected Family Contributions) and those who are also federal Pell Grant recipients.

Permanent Resident: A U.S. resident who is the holder of a Permanent Resident Card (I-551).

PLAN®: A guidance resource administered by ACT, Inc. that helps students measure their academic development, explore career/training options and make plans for the remaining years of high school and post-graduation years. Typically, PLAN is taken in the fall of a student's sophomore year.

PLUS Loan (Parent Loans for Undergraduate Students): Loans available to parents who are credit-worthy. Student must be a dependent undergraduate student enrolled at least half-time for parent PLUS borrowing. 

Postsecondary: Education and training beyond high school.

Registration:  The process of choosing and signing up for college classes. Most colleges have a defined registration process, which determines when students can register (typically seniors are first, followed by juniors, etc.). Class registration is on a first–come, first–serve basis, so students typically try to register as soon as possible in order to secure the classes they want at the times they prefer.  

SAT®: A standardized test and college entrance exam administered by the College Board that measures a student's critical reading, mathematics and writing abilities. An essay is also included. For more information, go to http://www.collegeboard.org/. 

Selective Admissions:  Typically means that the admissions process is competitive. In other words, students who apply to institutions with a selective admissions process are compared to other applicants, and only those judged to be the best fit or most qualified (based on criteria set by the school) are accepted to the institution.  Selective admissions processes often require students to write essays, describe after–school and community activities in which they have participated, and list awards received. Institutions that have selective admissions processes often require higher academic achievement (like higher grades and test scores).

Student Aid Report (SAR): Special report that is processed and sent to a student after the FAFSA is filed, showing the student’s EFC and the data elements provided on the FAFSA that were used to calculate theEFC. 

Trade/Technical/Vocational school: Trade, technical or vocational schools offer programs that focus on providing graduates with the job-specific skills needed for their chosen career path. Rather than requiring students to study a diverse curriculum made up of different subjects, trade schools emphasize only those fields that are relevant to the student’s future profession.

Transfer:  Students who have completed college coursework at another institution can often transfer their course credits to the new institution to which they plan to apply. Students who started college but stopped short of earning a degree, or students who completed college classes while in high school should be sure to speak with an admissions counselor about transferring their credits.

Transcript: This is the official document containing the record of a student;’s academic performance and testing history.  The school at which a student is or has been officially enrolled must issue the transcript, certified by the signature of an authorized school administrator.  The school’s officials seal or watermarked school stationary may also be used to authenticate the transcript.

Undergraduate: A college student who has not yet earned an Associates or Bachelor’s degree.

University: Sometimes refered to as colleges, universities generally offer bachelor’s degrees that take about four years to complete. They also offer master’s degrees, doctoral degrees and professional degrees. Northern Arizona University, Arizona State University and University of Arizona are the three public universities in Arizona.

Work Study Program: A type of state or federal aid in which a student is given a job either on or off campus and paid a wage. The amount students earn is based on the wage and the number of hours worked.
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