Dear Parents,

Did you know that nearly $8 out of every $10 in student financial assistance requires the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)?  The FAFSA is the first critical step in applying for financial assistance yet, so many students and families are unaware of the financial assistance options available to them, how to apply and the steps required for financial success.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]Get FREE help at a College Goal Sunday & Saturday TOO! (CGS) FAFSA workshop. These workshops will be held throughout the state in late February 2014.  During the FAFSA workshop financial aid professionals from your community will be available for one-on-one assistance as you and your student complete the FAFSA online. They’ll also be available to answer general financial aid questions. 
Filing the FAFSA early at CGS benefits your student in more ways than one. 
· Scholarships or grant awards may be available on a first come, first serve basis. Applying early can increase their chances of being awarded additional monies.
· Eligible students usually have their financial aid file complete and awards in place prior to the start of the semester. 
· If your student hasn’t decided where they will be attending school, the FAFSA results can be sent to multiple schools.  Communicating with these schools after they receive the FAFSA may help your student to make a decision.
In order to complete the FAFSA parents and students need to bring their 2013 Federal Tax Return (if completed), W-2 or other income information (social security benefits, veteran's benefits, etc.).  If you do not have your tax returns completed you can still file the FAFSA using 2012 tax returns and update the information once you have completed your 2013 return.  For dates, locations, and other helpful resources visit http://www.collegegoalsunday.com. 
Students who complete a FAFSA & Student Exit Survey at a CGS FAFSA workshop can enter into a drawing for one of several $1,000 scholarships or one of several Kindle Fire E-Readers.  
If you have questions please contact Kathaerine Johnson at kjohnson@azhighered.gov.  Our volunteers look forward to assisting you and your student as they pursue their educational goal.

