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The Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education welcomes you to the volunteer tutorial for the 2016 Arizona College Application Campaign! By preparing to volunteer for a College and Career Goal Arizona event, you are investing in the statewide mission to further the long-term economic outcomes of Arizona and its residents, and contributing to achieve60AZ, a state initiative to raise the number of high school graduates who receive a higher education credential. I’m so glad to have the opportunity to assist you today by informing you of the background and goals of the campaign, in addition to some of the responsibilities you will be taking on when you volunteer for College and Career Goal Arizona (or C2GA).

C2GA is the umbrella for 2 programs (Arizona College Application Campaign and College Goal FAF$A) that help students take the appropriate steps to transition from high school to postsecondary education and a successful career.

My name is Zach Bartell. I am currently serving as a member of Public Allies Arizona at the Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education. The Arizona College Application Campaign plays a vital role in the Commission’s efforts to open the door to higher education for all of us, including those for whom education after high school has historically seemed a far-off and unlikely possibility.

Note that throughout this presentation I will be using the term “postsecondary education” to mean not just 2- and 4-year degree programs at colleges and universities, but also for-profit and online institutions of higher education, and trade and technical schools granting 1-year certifications. Any and all forms of postsecondary credential make a difference in a student’s long-term earning potential.

As you will see, you will be assisting in a project with the potential to make a deep and lasting impact on Arizona’s future.



Improving Outcomes 

Source: College Success Arizona, Advancing the Economy Through Attainment, p.7. 
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Across a number of important metrics, postsecondary education results in positive outcomes for students that increase with the level of attainment. With every successful completion of a degree or other certification, individuals reduce their chances of being unemployed and increase their earning potential significantly. This is the case regardless of the type of credential, from a 1-year technical certificate to a 2-year Associate’s Degree or a 4-year Bachelor’s Degree.

It is estimated that “adding just 1,000 college graduates to the Arizona workforce would increase state tax revenues by more than $2.2 million each year” (College Success Arizona, Advancing the Economy Through Attainment, p. 7). 

These figures may help put into perspective the significance and potential impact of the AzCAC event you will be volunteering for.

https://www.luminafoundation.org/files/resources/advancing-the-economy-through-attainment.pdf


Achieve60AZ 
September 16, 2016: 
 
Currently, 42% of Arizona 
adults  hold a professional 
certificate or college 
degree. 
 
By 2030, this will increase 
to 60% 
 
By 2020, 68% of AZ jobs 
will require a 
postsecondary education 

Source: College Success Arizona 
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…Hence the importance of the College 
Application Campaign! 

Source: Georgetown University 
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Currently, 42% for adults ages 25-64 have a postsecondary degree or credential (Source: U.S. Census Bureau). In September of this year, Governor Ducey and the Achieve60AZ alliance announced a plan to raise the portion of the adult working-age population with some form of postsecondary credential to 60% by 2030.. A recent Georgetown University study found that almost 70% of Arizona’s jobs will require some form of postsecondary education by 2020.

College and Career Goal Arizona is designed to help more students enroll and succeed in postsecondary education; our efforts will help close the gap between actual educational attainment in the state and the level needed to meet Arizona’s workforce need. Your help will be directly supporting Arizona’s effort to dramatically improve outcomes for its residents and its economy.

http://collegesuccessarizona.org/achieve60az-powerful-tool-to-align-education-attainment-efforts-across-arizona/
http://scs.georgetown.edu/departments/5/center-for-continuing-and-professional-education/news/1052/report-recovery-2020-job-growth-and-education-requirements-through-2020


College Application Campaign 

• Our mission: to expand 
access to higher education 
– First-generation students 
– Low-income backgrounds 
– “Not college material” 

• In 2015, over 500,000 
applications submitted 
nationwide  

• Systemic and individual-
level goals 
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Source: CFBHuddle.com 
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As you may know, the Arizona College Application Campaign (or AzCAC for short) sets out to expand access to higher education for all Arizonans, particularly those in communities that historically have had restricted access to post-high school training programs. College applicants from these communities may be the first in their families to seek postsecondary education, often coming from low-income backgrounds and under the mistaken assumption that they are simply “not college material.” AzCAC is a main part of College and Career Goal Arizona, a State initiative dealing with the biggest issues in Arizona’s postsecondary education system.

The American College Application Campaign, the national parent of AzCAC and a project of the American Council on Education, began as College Application Day at a single high school in North Carolina, in 2005. From these small beginnings, the College Application Campaign has since expanded nationwide. Last Fall, students participating in a College Application Campaign submitted over 500,000 individual college applications in all 50 states.  

http://cfbhuddle.com/2014/10/09/college-football-rankings-state-m/


Arizona College Application Campaign 

• Joined in 2013 with 8 
pilot schools  

• By 2015... 
– 46 participating sites 

• 83% were Title  
• 14,333 student 

participants 

– Over 8,000 
applications 
submitted 
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The Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education was asked by the public universities to take on the College Application Campaign in 2013. Now the campaign is a central part of the College and Career Goal Arizona program, or C2GA. In 2015, 14,333 students participated in the campaign across the state in 46 high schools, 83% of which were Title 1. Title 1 is a term designating those schools that receive federal funding because they serve large concentrations of low-income students.

Students in more affluent areas of the state often have a family or community network of college-knowledgeable adults who can encourage and support them in the application process. Students without that college-going family background need help navigating the process of applying. In Arizona, only 33% of all K-12 students have a head of household with any college experience, and 52% of all K-12 students live at 200% of the federal poverty level or below (Source: collegegoal.az.gov).

The goal of the AZ College Application Campaign, and College and Career Goal Arizona, is to help create and sustain a college-going culture in Title I schools and their communities. Here, again, your help is very important. 



College Goal FAF$A 

• An additional C2GA 
campaign 

• Early FAFSA – in 
October 

• Free statewide FAFSA-
completion workshops 
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College Goal FAF$A is another campaign under the umbrella of College and Career Goal Arizona. It will hold FAFSA-completion workshops at high schools and community centers around the state. Known as Early FAFSA, the application is opening 3 months earlier this year, in October. This gives students and families extra time to apply for aid and select the right postsecondary institution. You can find more information about College Goal FAF$A at this website: https://collegegoal.az.gov/college-goal-fafsa




Volunteer Roles 
• Where appropriate, share 

your own experiences 

• Help clarify application 
questions 

• Clerical and administrative 
tasks 

• Engage with reluctant 
students 
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Source: Arizona Commission 
for Postsecondary Education 
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As a volunteer, you will be bringing to the event your own unique experiences. Site coordinators will assign you to tasks that will facilitate student application completion.

Greet students with enthusiasm and be present and motivated throughout the event, and show appreciation and confidence in students as they take part in the application process. 

There will also be a need for clerical or administrative tasks such as managing sign-in and sign-out sheets (important for record-keeping purposes); posting signage and directing students to the site of the event; (importantly ) reminding students of the online student report, to be completed after their participation in the event; and distributing wristbands and stickers to students once they have finished their applications.

https://collegegoal.az.gov/event-information
https://collegegoal.az.gov/event-information


Special instructions for application 
helpers 

 

https://collegegoal.az.gov/resourcespanish-materials 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You may be put in a position where you are responsible for working individually with students on completing applications. See the above link for guides to the applications of the three major public Arizona universities.

https://collegegoal.az.gov/resourcespanish-materials


Volunteer Responsibilities 

• Arrive early 
• Check in with main office / site coordinator 
• Familiarize yourself with the school layout 
• Follow any instructions from school 

administration / site coordinator 
• Ask for assistance when needed 
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There is a lot going on at an AzCAC event, help make the day successful by arriving early, checking in with the site’s main office or site coordinator, familiarizing yourself with the layout of the school or community site, and following any instructions from those hosting the event, such as school administrators or site coordinators.

Feel free to wear your alma mater’s logo, if applicable, but remember that students may believe you are a representative of a school and may expect you to know things about that school’s application and admissions process that you don’t actually know. A simple “I’m not a representative of [school name], but…” will be fine.




Additional Notes 
• Spreading the word and 

sustaining the program 
• Student Reports: important 

reminder 
• Social Media: encouraged, 

but not required 
– #iApplied 
– #C2GA 
– #AzCAC 
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Source: blogs.msdn.com 

Source: Iconfinder.com 
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Schools keep track of which students participate in the events, how many applications they complete, and where they have applied. To collect this information, students should complete a short electronic student report. The data from this report will help sustain C2GA programs. Volunteers should encourage students to complete a report, and should know where to find the link to it on the Internet (usually on their school website, which counselors will likely direct them to at the beginning of the event). 

We also encourage volunteers and participants in an event to share their stories and experiences from the day on social media sites, along with the hashtags #iApplied, #C2GA, and #AzCAC. Having a positive online presence can potentially attract more schools and community members to buy in.

https://blogs.msdn.microsoft.com/buckwoody/2014/08/13/public-data-sources-finding-them-and-using-them/
https://www.iconfinder.com/social-media-icons


Things to keep in mind 
• Your contribution is important 
• You bring your own energy and attitude 
• You are promoting a college-going culture 
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Everyone is unique and will be bring their own talents to an AzCAC event. Volunteers may have attended college or university, or have no experience of applying to college. All volunteers are asked to bring their full presence and motivation, their unique experiences, and a friendly, supportive attitude. Regardless of your own educational background, you will be promoting a college-going culture.

Not every student will be able to submit a college application at an AzCAC event, due to the necessity for information that they may not have access to, such as social security numbers. 



Thank you! 
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For questions: 
 

Zach Bartell 
zbartell@azhighered.gov 

 
Heidi Doxey 

hdoxey@azhighered.gov 
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Thank you! I hope this presentation has been helpful. If you have any questions regarding the event or what was presented here, please email me (zbartell@azhighered.gov) or  Heidi Doxey (hdoxey@azhighered.gov) at the Arizona Commission for Postsecondary Education: (602) 258-2435. Good luck and have fun at the event!



mailto:zbartell@azhighered.gov
mailto:hdoxey@azhighered.gov
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